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1. OPENING AND WELCOME

The Independent Chair of the Private Mental Health Alliance (PMHA), Mr Phillip
Plummer (the Chair), opened the Third (3") Meeting of the PMHA (the Meeting) at
9:00 AM on Friday, 26 October 2007.

The Meeting was held at the Headquarters of the Royal Australian and New Zealand
College of Psychiatrists (RANZCP) in Melbourne.

The following representatives attended the Meeting.

1. Mr Philip Plummer PMHA Independent Chair

2. Ms Janne McMahon PMHA Consumer Representative

3. Ms Ruth Carson PMHA Carer Representative

4. Dr Maria Tomasic RANZCP

5. Dr Martin Nothling AMA

6. Dr Bill Pring AMA (via speaker phone for Agenda Item 5 only)

7. Ms Moira Munro APHA (representing all participating Hospitals)

8. Ms Carole Turnbull APHA (representing all participating Hospitals)

9. Ms Helen Eriksson AHIA (representing all participating Health Insurers)
10. Mr Peter Groves AHIA (representing all participating Health Insurers)
11. Mr Peter Callanan DoHA Private Health Insurance Branch

12. Ms Therese Merten DoHA Mental Health Reform Branch

13. Mr Allen Morris-Yates CDMS Director

14. Phillip Taylor PMHA Director (Secretary)

Apologies

The following apologies were noted.
1. Ms Sharon Brownie RANZCP
2. Dr Bill Pring AMA (except for Agenda Item 5)

2. SECOND PMHA MEETING REPORT
The Meeting considered and adopted the draft report of its second meeting.

Resolved (Dr Nothling/Ms Munro)

That the PMHA adopts the Report of the Second Meeting of the Private Mental
Health Alliance, held on 6 July 2007 in Melbourne, as a true and accurate record
of proceedings, and requests that the Report be made available on the PMHA
website.

Action: PMHA Director
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3. PROGRESS REPORT ON ACTIONS ARISING FROM THE SECOND PMHA
MEETING

The Meeting noted and updated the following table of progress on actions arising
from the Second PMHA Meeting.

ACTION
AGENDA ITEMS SECOND PMHA OFFICER(S) | STATUS
Report on the Second PMHA Meeting
> | Draftand circulate Report of Meeting for comment PMHA Director Done
> | Revise Report based on comments received and prepare final PMHA Director Done
» | Agenda Item 314 PMHA Meeting PMHA Director Done
2 | Report on the Inaugural PMHA Meeting
» | Post Report on the PMHA website @ pmha.com.au PMHA Director Done
4 | PMHA Finance Committee (FC)
> | Agenda Item 31 PMHA Meeting PMHA Director Done
5 | PMHA-CDMS Management Committee Report
> | Invite the Chair of ACQSHC to address the next PMHA Meeting Chair Done
» | Agenda Item 314 PMHA Meeting PMHA Director Done
6 | PMHA Work Plan 2007-2008
» | Agenda Item 31 PMHA Meeting PMHA Director Done
7 | Private Mental Health Consumer Carer Network (Australia) Report
» | Organise urgent PMHA teleconference following release of the NSMHS PMHA Director Done
» | Agenda Item 314 PMHA Meeting PMHA Director Done
8 | Mental Health Standing Committee (MHSC) Report
> | Agenda Item 31 PMHA Meeting PMHA Director Done
8.4 [ MHSC OOS Paper #2 — Evaluation of the National Mental Health Plan 2003-2008
» | Advise PMHA will not endorse the Evaluation unless private sector is consulted PMHA Chair Done
8.5 [ MHSC OOS Paper #3 — Monitoring Report 2005-2006
> | Advise MHSC that PMHA endorses the Monitoring Report. PMHA Chair Done
8.6 | Revised National Mental Health Policy
» | Advise MHSC that PMHA endorses the Policy with PMHA amendments. PMHA Chair Done
» | Agenda Item 3 PMHA Meeting PMHA Director Done
11 | Next Meeting
» | Organise 3 PMHA Meeting for 26 October @ RANZCP Headquarters VIC PMHA Director Done
> | Prepare and circulate Agenda and Papers for 3rd PMHA Meeting PMHA Director Done

The Secretary reported that there were no outstanding matters that were not included
under appropriate agenda items for this Meeting.
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5.1

PMHA FINANCE COMMITTEE REPORT

The Chair of the PMHA Finance Committee, Dr Martin Nothling, reported on the
second meeting of the Finance Committee held via teleconference on 4 September
2007. The purpose of the meeting was to consider the financial position of the
PMHA, its Centralised Data Management Service (PMHA-CDMS), and the Private
Mental Health Consumer Carer Network (Australia) (the Network) for the period 1
January to 30 June 2007.

Dr Nothling reported that the surpluses remaining in the PMHA ($9,033), PMHA-
CDMS (22,206) and the Network ($2,729) budgets at the end of the Financial Year
2006-2007 had been carried forward respectively into the 2007-2008 Financial Year
Budgets for PMHA, PMHA-CDMS and the Network.

It was noted that the next meeting of the Finance Committee will be held via
teleconference on Tuesday, 13 November 2007 at 6:00 PM Eastern Summer Daylight
Saving Time.

Resolved (Ms Eriksson/Dr Tomasic)

That the PMHA notes the Draft Report of the Second Meeting of the PMHA
Finance Committee Meeting, held via teleconference on 4 September 2007.

PMHA-CDMS MANAGEMENT COMMITTEE REPORT

The Third PMHA-CDMS Management Committee meeting was held on 25 October
2007 back-to—back with this meeting of the PMHA. The Chair of the Management
Committee, Dr Bill Pring, provided the following report, via speaker phone, on
matters considered at that meeting.

PMHA-CDMS Work Program Beyond 30 June 2008

The Management Committee has undertaken preliminary discussions as to how the
CDMS might be further developed beyond the expiration of the current AMA
Agreement for Services 2007-2008 on 30 June 2008. While no firm conclusions were
reached, some of the major issues identified included the following.

= Ongoing work and any work that is pending at 30 June 2008 will need to be
incorporated into any subsequent PMHA-CDMS work program.

= Web access for CDMS and the necessary authentication system should be
investigated.

= Elaboration of the HONOS Clinical Instrument.

= Carers would like to see better utilisation of the information contained in the
CDMS.

=  Consumers would like to see better utilisation of the outcome measures in the
clinical setting.

= Sustainability and risk management for the CDMS needs to be secured.

The CDMS Director, Mr Allen Morris—Yates, responded to several questions
regarding current enhancements to the CDMS and explained that the costs involved
had been budgeted for. Some future costs were also discussed.
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5.2

5.3

In relation to the issue sustainability and risk management for the CDMS, Mr Peter
Groves raised the question as to whether there was a CDMS Business Continuity Plan
whereby a replica of the CDMS is retained, for example, by the Commonwealth. Mr
Morris—Yates explained that every quarter a full archive copy of the CDMS is
provided to the AMA. Beyond that, Mr Morris—Yates believed there was a need for
the CDMS Director to have an apprentice to enable for proper back-up, if the CDMS
Director is unable to perform their duties for whatever reason and to enable the
CDMS Director to undertake further developmental work. At the Commonwealth
level, there is the Australian Mental Health Outcomes Classification Network
(AMHOCN). Mr Morris-Yates explained that CDMS stakeholders (APHA, AHIA
and DoHA) may want to consider whether they wish to merge the CDMS with
AMHOCN. This would require an appropriate request for tender for that to take
place. Mr Morris—Yates indicated that he would have to withdraw from discussions at
that point as he would want to tender for that work in competition with those who
have the current tender. It was agreed that this and the other issues listed above
should be raised at the November 9 2007 meeting with the All Parties.

Hospital Casemix Protocol (HCP)

The Management Committee has determined that the effect of the changes to the HCP
will be difficult to assess until late in 2008.

Mental Health Safety and Quality Partnership Sub—committee (SQPS)

Dr Pring reported that SQPS, formerly the Safety and Quality Partnership Working
Group or SQPWG, is now a formal Sub—committee of the Mental Health Standing
Committee (MHSC) of the AHMAC Health Priorities Principle Committee (HPPC).
SQPS last met on 19 October 2007 in Melbourne. Dr Pring attended that meeting and
reported that SQPS appears to be acknowledging the private sector input to a much
extent than in the past. Dr Pring felt this may be associated with the excellent work
undertaken by Ms Janne McMahon and Ms Christine Gee on behalf of the private
sector in relation to the Review of the National Standards for Mental Health Services.
This review is progressing and it is anticipated that the Standards will be implemented
in 2008.

The national Safe Transportation Principles have been released and should prove
useful to hospitals, psychiatrists, consumers and their carers.

The Seclusion and Restraint Guidelines, while not as directly applicable to the private
sector, will be useful in those states that do have gazetted private beds.

SQPS is looking at Reducing Adverse Medication Events, and is involving the private
sector in the development of a template for reporting what is occurring in the different
jurisdictions.

Guidelines on Reducing Suicide Risk and Deliberate Self Harm in Mental
Health Services are also under development by SQPS.
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6.1

6.2

6.3

The Chair thanked Dr Pring for his report.

Resolved (unanimous)

That the PMHA adopts the Report of the Second Meeting of the PMHA
Centralised Data Management Service Management Committee, held on 5 July
2007 in Melbourne.

PRIVATE MENTAL HEALTH CONSUMER CARER NETWORK (NETWORK)
REPORT

The Chair invited Ms Janne McMahon, as Independent Chair of the Network, to
update the Meeting on Network activities. Ms McMahon reported verbally on the
following matters.

Indentifying the Carer Project

The Identifying the Carer Project (ICP) was completed by 30 September 2007 — on time
and on budget, with a range of recommendations being provided to DoHA.

Evaluation of the National Mental Health Plan 2003—2008

Ms McMahon, together with the PMHA Chair and PMHA Deputy Chair, met with the
two Evaluators of the Third National Mental Health Plan 2003-2008 on 17 August 2007
in Melbourne. Ms McMahon felt the combined approach and information provided
successfully identified for the Evaluators the importance and relevance of the private
sector in the provision of mental health services in Australia. It is anticipated that due
recognition will be given to the private sector in the final report on the Evaluation.

Network Business Plan Proposal (the Proposal)

The Network is seeking funding from the DoHA to provide the necessary
infrastructure support for Ms McMahon to become the Network Director from 1
January 2008 to 30 June 2011. In that capacity it is proposed that Ms McMahon
would continue to act as the Independent Chair of the Network. The AMA has given
"in principle” agreement that, if all the Other Parties to the current AMA Agreement
for Services 2007-2008 (AHIA, APHA, DoHA, RANZCP and beyondblue) support
the proposed changes in the current arrangements and the extra funding can be
secured, then the AMA would consider the feasibility of engaging Ms McMahon to
fulfill the role of Network Director under a AMA Contract of Employment, on behalf
of those Parties. On 23 October 2007, Ms McMahon met with DoHA to discuss the
request for additional funding and is currently awaiting a response from DoHA.

Ms Munro asked whether the AMA had sought any legal advice concerning any
possible conflicts of interests that may be inherit in the Proposal. The Secretary
reported that the AMA had received preliminary advice that confirmed there would be
a range of difficulties if the arrangements were to proceed as detailed in the Proposal.
For example, a key feature of the current position of Network Chair is the
independence of that position and the perception that the Chair and the Network has
full autonomy in the ability to advocate for, and represent, private mental health
consumers and carers. This independence and autonomy has enabled the Chair and
the Network to become recognised as a peak body in the area of private mental health
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6.4

6.5

6.6

services for consumers and carers. The proposal, however, whereby the Director
becomes an employee of the AMA with funding from the Commonwealth will
diminish the independence and autonomy of the Director and the Network, to the
detriment of the Network's goals. As an employee of the AMA, the Director could no
longer proclaim this to be an independent role, as the Independent Chair of the
Network has been able to declare since the inception of the Network in 2002.

Mr Peter Callanan confirmed that under the proposed arrangement there would be a
conflict of interest in which the Network Director is unable to remain an independent
voice due constraints applied by the Commonwealth. Dr Nothling reported that there
may also be some potential other conflicts with the AMA arising out of
employer/employee obligations that would become effective if an employment
relationship was established between the Network Director and the AMA.

PMHA agreed that, if the Commonwealth is prepared to provide the necessary
additional funding requested as a contribution to the Network, then an appropriate
alternative arrangement could be established similar to that which currently exists for
the PMHA Independent Chair. Under that arrangement, the Commonwealth provides
additional funding to the AMA, as part of its contribution to the activities of the
PMHA. On behalf of PMHA Member organisations, the AMA then undertakes
appointment of their agreed PMHA Independent Chair.  This preserves the
“independence” of the PMHA Chair and enables the Chair to be properly remunerated
and supported.

Mental Health Round Table

On 10 August 2007, Ms McMahon appeared before the Mental Health Round Table
established to follow—up the work of the Senate Select Committee on Mental Health.

Promotional Activities

Recent Network promotional activities have included the launch of the book, To Dance
Across the Heavens, at the Adelaide Clinic in Adelaide on 6 August 2007, and a Network
booth at the annual The Mental Health Services Conference (TheMHS) held in
Melbourne from 4 to 7 September 2007. The RANZCP has agreed to include the
Network in a double Consumer Carer booth that will be provided for the five peak
Consumer Carer organisations in Australia at the World Psychiatric Association
Congress, to be held in Melbourne from 28 November to 2 December 2007.

Training

The Dean of the Medical College at Flinders University has invited Ms McMahon to have
preliminary discussions concerning the involvement of mental health consumers and
carers with third year medical students. Mrs Ruth Carson reported that the Australian
Association of Social Workers has employed a Project Officer to investigate the structure
and level of mental health training in the universities around the States.
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6.7

Fifteenth Network Meeting

The Network held its last meeting on 13/14 August 2007 at RANZCP Headquarters in
Melbourne. In response to a question from Ms Munro, Ms McMahon indicated that a
copy of the report on that meeting will be provided to PMHA in due course.

PMHA WORK PLAN 2007-2008
The current PMHA Work Plan was considered and updated by the Meeting.

The Secretary reported that, under the Work Plan, Priority Area 6 requires the
development of any future proposed work programs and budgets for PMHA, PMHA-
CDMS and the Network to be negotiated with all the Parties (AMA, APHA, AHIA,
DoHA, RANZCP and beyondblue) to the current Agreement for Services 2007-2008
(AMA Agreement) at least six months prior its expiry on 30 June 2008. To assist with
this Priority, a meeting with the Parties to the current AMA Agreement (All Parties
Group) and the PMHA is scheduled to be held as follows.

All Parties Group and PMHA Meeting
10:00 AM to 3:00 PM

Friday, 9 November 2007

3rd Floor Conference Room

AMA House

42 Macquarie Street

BARTON ACT 2600

The purpose of the meeting is to discuss the conditions under which any future
proposed work programs and budgets are to be developed for PMHA, PMHA-CDMS
and the Network, and to flag areas of concern that Parties might want addressed in the
development of those programs and budgets. The 9 November meeting will be
chaired by the AMA. It was noted that a draft agenda had been prepared for
consideration by this meeting of the PMHA.

The Chair then invited discussion of any issues that might be relevant in preparing for
the 9 November meeting with the All Parties Group.

DoHA advised that they will be unable to provide a representative to attend the 9
November Meeting due to other commitments. DoHA is in “caretaker” mode until
after the 2007 Federal Election. Additionally, the current five year Australian Health
Care Agreements (AHCA) will cease as at the end of June 2008. DoHA is, therefore,
unable to provide any commitment concerning future work or funding for PMHA,
PMHA-CDMS or the Network outside of the current AMA Agreement. This,
however, should not prevent the other Parties to the AMA Agreement meeting to
discuss the general basis of what might need to be achieved beyond June 30 2008.
DoHA should be able to confirm its agreement, or otherwise, to what is agreed and
proposed by the other Parties at some stage before the end of June next year. The
Meeting noted that the current funding for mental health reform activity including
PMHA, PMHA-CDMS and the Network is provided under AHCA through the
Commonwealth’s Own Purpose Outlay (COPO) funding.

The participants for the 9 November meeting were then confirmed as set out below.
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AMA

1. Mr Kerry Gallagher (Chair)

2. MrJohn O’Dea
3. Dr Martin Nothling
4. Dr Bill Pring

RANZCP
5. Dr Maria Tomasic
6. Ms Sharon Brownie

AHIA

7. Mr Greg Kovacs

8. Ms Deborah Stephenson
9. Mr Bruce Houghton

10. Ms Helen Eriksson

APHA

11. Ms Christine Gee
12. Mr Paul Mackey
13. Ms Moira Munro
14. Ms Carole Turnbull

Beyondblue
15. Ms Leonie Young

PMHA Independent Chair
16. Mr Philip Plummer

PMHA Consumer Representative

17. Ms Janne McMahon

PMHA Carer Representative
18. Mrs Ruth Carson

PMHA/CDMS Staff
19. Mr Allen Morris-Yates

20. Mr Phillip Taylor (Secretary)

Apologies

Dr Michael Armitage
Mr Peter Groves

Mr Michael Roff

Ms Therese Merten
Mr Peter Callanan

SARE S
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AMA Secretary General
AMA Director Policy

AMA PMHA Representative
AMA PMHA Representative

RANZCP Honorary Secretary
RANZCP Chief Executive Officer

AHIA General Manager, Projects & Committees
AHIA Mental Health Committee
AHIA Mental Health Committee
AHIA Mental Health Committee

Chair, APHA Psychiatry Sub—committee
APHA Director Policy and Research
APHA Psychiatric Sub—committee
APHA Psychiatric Sub—committee

Chief Executive Officer

Independent Chair, the Network

PMHA-CDMS Director
PMHA Director

AHIA Chief Executive Officer

Chair, AHIA Mental Health Committee
APHA Chief Executive Officer

DoHA Monitoring and Evaluation Branch
DoHA Private Health Services Branch



3" PMHA MEETING Report
26 October 2007 Melbourne Page 10 of 14

After careful discussion, PMHA agreed that the 9 November meeting should firstly
focus on establishing whether the Parties to the current AMA Agreement, excepting
DoHA, are prepared “in principle” to continue supporting PMHA, PMHA-CDMS and
the Network beyond 30 June 2008, possibly for the three Financial Years 1 July 2008
to 30 June 2011. If the Parties can provide their “in principle” support to continue
activity, then agreement will need to be reached on what the Parties want to have
included in the respective work programs for the PMHA, its CDMS and the Network.
The development of proposed budgets to support those work programs could then be
undertaken.

The Meeting then considered, further developed, and ratified the following draft
agenda for the 9 November meeting.

All Parties Group and PMHA
9 November 2007 Meeting

Draft Agenda

Opening and Welcome.
Report of the Last All Parties Meeting.
Score Card PMHA, PMHA-CDMS and the Network.

What has worked and what has not (In Committee).

L A

What do stakeholders want included in future work programs for:

5.1PMHA;
5.2PMHA-CDMS; and
5.3The Network.

6. Work Programs and Proposed Development of Budgets.

7. AMA Agreement for Services.

It was further agreed that the following should be circulated with the agenda papers
for the meeting under relevant agenda items.

= One page summary score cards for PMHA, PMHA-CDMS and
the Network.

= The original budgets agreed by the Parties for PMHA, PMHA-
CDMS and the Network, adjusted for the current agreed 18 month
funding cycle and Financial Years 2007-2008.

= The current AMA Agreement for Services 2007-2008.
= Other relevant background material.

The CDMS Director then provided a brief PowerPoint presentation on the CDMS and
how it might be further enhanced in the future. A discussion followed and Mr
Morris—Yates was asked to prepare a brief PMHA-CDMS options paper for
circulation with the agenda and papers for the 9 November meeting.
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In discussing the future, there was consensus that through the restructure of the
PMHA, the work of the PMHA-CDMS and the Network the role of the private sector
is now much more widely acknowledged as playing a crucial role in improving the
provision of specialised mental health services in Australia. Through working
together, and with appropriate Key Performance Indicators, these three entities have
enabled the private sector to better engage in the changes that are taking place in
mental health and the evaluation of their outcome in 2007. If stakeholders can commit
to building on this work, then it should be possible to map out a way forward for
beyond 30 June 2008.

Resolved (unanimous)

That the PMHA endorses the draft agenda for the meeting between the PMHA
and the Parties to the AMA Agreement for Services 2007—2008 to be held at AMA
House in Canberra on 9 November 2007.

Action: PMHA Director

8.  AUSTRALIAN COMMISSION ON SAFETY AND QUALITY IN HEALTH CARE
(ACSQHC)

The Chair reported that Mr Bill Beerworth, Chair ACSQHC, had accepted the
invitation from the PMHA Chair to attend a PMHA meeting.  Unfortunately, Mr
Beerworth is unable to do so until 2008. In the interim, Mr Beerworth kindly
arranged for ACSQHC Commissioner, Ms Christine Gee, and the ACSQHC Deputy
Chief Executive Officer, Mr Bill Lawrence AM, to attend this PMHA Meeting. The
Chair welcomed Ms Gee and Mr Lawrence to the Meeting and it was noted that a
copy of the ACSQHC Five Year Work Plan 2006/07 to 2010/11 had been circulated
with the agenda and papers, together with a copy of the ACSQHC Information
Strategy.

Ms Gee reported that she is the Commissioner with private sector expertise on
ACSQHC. Commissioners are appointed on the basis of their expertise rather than as
representatives of particular sectoral groups. As part of her role, Ms Gee Chairs the
ACSQHC Private Hospitals Sector Committee which advises the ACSQHC on all
issues relating to safety and quality across the private sector. The Private Hospital
Sector Committee comprises representatives of private hospitals, private health
insurers and medical practitioners.

Ms Gee provided a Progress Report for the PMHA via a PowerPoint presentation. A
copy of that self-explanatory presentation appears at Appendix A of this Report.

In closing, Ms Gee indicated that the PMHA Director would be added to the list of
contacts for ACSQHC to ensure better communication between PMHA and ACSQHC.
The Chair thanked Ms Gee for her presentation and opened the floor to questions and
comments.

In response to a question from Dr Nothling, Mr Bill Lawrence advised that parameters
around ACSQHC restrict it to a leading and co—ordinating role for the Australia Health
care system.
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9.1

9.2

9.3

Mr Peter Callanan indicated that with regard to the private health insurance, the
Australian Government is moving in the same direction as ACSQHC, particularly in
relation to accreditation and certification. Under the new legislation, all providers who
wish to access private health insurance will be required to have some form of
accreditation certification. Furthermore, and for the first time in Australia, all public
and private hospitals (including day facilitates) will have to have accreditation in order
to be declared eligible for private health insurance purposes. Currently, however, there
is wide variation across the different accreditation agencies. Similarly there is variation
across jurisdictions and their licensing arrangements. The Australian Government and
ACSQHC are working toward addressing such variations and to reduce overlap and
duplication wherever possible. Ms McMahon indicated that consumers are concerned to
ensure that continuity across the different accreditation agencies is addressed.

MENTAL HEALTH STANDING COMMITTEE (MHSC) REPORT

The Chair reported he had attended the meeting of the MHSC held in Melbourne on
Friday, 14 September 2007 with the PMHA Director. A copy of the self-explanatory
draft report of the MHSC meeting was noted. The Chair reported on the following
matters relevant to the private sector.

Costed Proposal for the National Evaluation the COAG National Action Plan on
Mental Health 2006-2011

The Australian Government has agreed to undertake the management and tendering of
the consultancy for the development of the framework through an Australian
Government tender panel. MHSC is represented on the selection panel and KPMG
has been confirmed as the successful tenderer.

Evaluation of the National Mental Health Plan 2003—-2008

As requested, the PMHA Chair, PMHA Deputy Chair, and the Chair of the Network
met with the consultants conducting the evaluation of the National Mental Health Plan
2003-2008, Professor Graham Thornicroft and Charles Curie, on 17 August 2007 in
Melbourne to provide the private sector views concerning the evaluation. The
consultants acknowledged the importance of the role of the private sector. The Chair
reported that the Australian Government has circulated the draft evaluation report to
the members of the Evaluation Steering Group. The draft report was considered at a
teleconference of the Steering Group held on 23 October 2007. The Steering Group
has referred the draft report back to the evaluators with recommendation on how the
report should be re—focussed.

Revision of the National Mental Health Policy (NMHP)

The Chair reported that he had attended the meeting of the NMHP Revision Steering
Committee held in Melbourne 10 July 2007. A revised version of the NMHP has
been released for comment by 16 November 2007.

It was noted that a copy of the revised version had been circulated with the agenda
and papers for this PMHA Meeting.
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10.

11.

The Meeting considered the revised NMHP and agreed that the last sentence of the
following paragraph, which appears on page 15 of the NMHP, should be deleted,
unless its intent can be clearly explained and the sentence appropriately re—phrased.

Private sector services, including private hospital services, are a
crucial part of the network of mental health services. Private
psychiatrists, psychologists and other allied mental health
providers are integral to Australia’s mental health system. Access
to psychologists, social workers and occupational therapists has
been improved through reform of the Medicare Benefits Schedule.
However—as .“'H' El.'e primary-care-and pr,hG Sector—services
Furiher WO llkllsl |,ee|u'||eel o enhanee_ ale_eess o Ialnd Elll'e qua_llty .el

At present, the sentence appears to imply that access to, and quality of care in, the
private sector is not as good as in the public sector.

The Chair requested that PMHA Members forward any further comments they might
wish to make on the revised Policy to the PMHA Director before 16 November 2007.

Resolved (unanimous)

1. That the PMHA notes the Report of the Mental Health Standing Committee
held on Friday, 14 September 2007 in Melbourne.

2. That the PMHA requests that its Members forward any comments they might
wish to make on the revised version of the National Mental Health Policy to
the PMHA Director before 16 November 2007.

Action: PMHA/ PMHA Director

OTHER BUSINESS

The Meeting considered a copy of the article titled Jennifer's Story, which appeared in
the Bulletin magazine earlier this year. It was agreed that a PMHA response was not
required.

PMHA MEETINGS 2008

The Chair referred the Meeting to the Planner for 2008, which had been circulated
with the agenda and papers for the meeting.

The Planner contained proposed dates for meetings of the PMHA, PMHA-CDMS
Management Committee and the PMHA Finance Committee, together with relevant
meeting dates for other organisations, which PMHA representatives would be
attending.
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That the PMHA directs that the first 2008 PMHA and PMHA-CDMS MC
meetings be held in accordance with the following schedule.

Meeting Date Time Venue
4" PMH-CDMS MC Thursday, 28 February 2008 3:00 PM - 6:00 PM RANZCP
Headquarters
h . 309 La Tobe Street
4" PMHA Friday, 29 February 2008 9:00 AM — 2:00 PM Melbourne

Subsequent meeting dates for 2008 will be determined at the 29 February 2008

PMHA Meeting.

11. CLOSE

There being no further business, the Chair closed the Meeting at 2:00 PM.

Mr Philip Plummer

Independent Chair

Mr Phillip Taylor
Secretary



